


UNBEATABLE! 
Halex Table Tennis Balls are so dependable ... so consistently 
good. Every single one is precision made to spin perfectly, 
to face the force of tremendous smashes. No wonder 
experts like Johnny Leach-world champion 1948-9, 
1950-1-choose Halex Table Tennis Balls. 

These famous balls have been approved by the International 
English, Scottish and Welsh Table Tennis Associations 
for match and championship play. The Halex 3 Star Ball 
has been adopted for the English Open Championships, 1955. 

HALEX 3 STAR 1/2-}d ea. 

HALEX 2 STAR 8-}d ea. 

HALEX I STAR 6-}d ea. 

HALEX TABLE TENNIS BAL'LS 

the word! 

the word 
for Toffee 

EDWARD SHARP & SONS. LTD. 
OF MAIDSTONE, KENT 
"The Toffee Specialists" 



The "ANDREADIS" Bat 
again won the 

Mi=N'S DOUBLES at UTRECHT 
It is made solely by 

J. Rose & Son, Ltd/'· 
who also make 

the "VANA," "ADELE WOOD" arid 
"NIPPON " Sponge Bats 

WHY NOT TRY THEM ? 

Tables available from stock are 
'TOURNAMENT' (I" top) £42 10 0 

'MATCH' (¾" top) ... £35 0 . 0 

'CLUB' (½" top) £25 10 0 

' PRACTICE ' (¾" top)· £22 0 0 

_ .. All obtainable from the best retailers 
but, if any difficulty, write to 

269/270, Argyll Avenue, 

Trading Estate, Slough, Bucks. 

Telephone: Slough 20420 

. PR�f ARE for next season 
• • ,,·', :.: , •... THIS SUMMER! ! 
Spend a week on specia.lised tr�ining with 

me, Ken :Stanley, at my Academy in " 
Burnley 

If this is not convenient ... improve your 
game by taking my correspondence course 

Many people doubt whether progress can 
be made by correspondence coaching. I 
CAN PROVE RESULTS with the. many 
letters of praise and satisfaction which I 
have received from pupils all over Britain 

and from as far afield as America and 
,_ Egypt 

If you are interested in either of the above 
courses, write- to me personally : 

KEN STANLEY 
Ken Stanley's 

Table Tennis Academy 
St. James's Hall, St. James's, Row 

BURNLEY� Lanes. 
Telephone : Burnley 6263 

Legal Fund Raisers for Bona-fide Clubs. 
Cricket, Football, Greyhounds, Jockeys, Letter 

• • Doubles. * Cloakroom Tickets - Draw Tickets -
Stopwatch Cards - Problem Name, Cards * 

SEND FOR PRICE LIST TO:-
•-·• 

RJR PRINTING SUPPLIES, 18 BARON GROVE, 
· ··L..!.,;,,,,,;,,• ····· · · · ·· ·;.,,.--

MITCHAM, SURREY. 
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0 N CE again the_ cut and thrust of competitive play has· 
come to an end, for a few short months-but before we 
know where we are, season 1955/56 will be upon us, and 

there are a few things more pressing than the restoration . of 
our· national prestige. 

Table Tennis has no .peer in the matter of making inter
national friendships-·· witness the reciprocal visit • of the 
Beckenham League to Holland (reported elsewhere in this 
issue). 

The game has, so far, escaped the ugly wrangles ansmg·, 
from international boxing, football, cricket, etc.-·· but with· all 
the goodwill in the world, being forced among the " also rans '' 
is not good enough for Britain. 

This magazine has always championed the cause of youth, 
and who can deny that youth, allied to talent, is a tremendous·, 
driving force in arty sphere of sport. 

Let us face it squarely. The old guard has' served/ us 
magnificently in the past-but they are no longer a winning
spearhead. The up-and-coming internationals may not be so 
either at the start, but in giving them their chance to show 
their true mettle at. the earliest Qpportunity may lie the return 
to power play and .world suprem�cy. 



TABLE TENNIS REVIEW 

· 11L 116 llf 11f 116 ll� S 
to the 116 ]ID) JI( llf 0) JI� 

I SHOULD like to congratulate 
"Table Tennis Review," on the 

splendid series by Victor Barna. 
Mr. Barna is so obviously sincere in 
everything he has said, that young 
players especially must reap benefit 
if they pay careful attention to the 
points he has brought out. 

It is also cheering to realise that a 
man who for so long dominated the 
world championships still has time to 
advise others, and I am looking for
ward to reading his final contribu
tion. 

The " Review " is doing a grand job 
of work in putting the views of 
famous players before its readers. 
Keep it up. 

Albert Hamilton, 
Liverpool. 

I HAVE been wondering why more 
enterprise has not been shown in 
opening public Table Tennis halls 

in the big towns. 
I know that there are a great many 

clubs op<:rating, but there are also a 
great many billiards clubs in existence 
and this does not stop chaps patronis
ing public halls. 

In places such as Manchester and 
Edinburgh I believe there are Table 
Tennis halls where keen players can 
nip in during lunch breaks, and if 
desired in the evenings, and I feel that 
the idea could be expanded. 

If snack. bars were opened I think 
halls of this nature would benefit both 
the promoters and the patrons. 

W. H.,. 
Preston. 

THERE is something I should very 
much like to see enforced in Table 
Tennis. " Enforced" is not a 

pleasant word to use in relation to any 
sport, but I refer to dress at club 
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matches. 
Surely pride in one's club is a great 

thing and uniform turnout should be 
the rule. It is to me, most distressing 
to see team members playing in non
descript attire, when at little cost 
smartness and uniformity can be 
achieved. 

A set club dress such as a reasonably 
cheap shirt (complete with badge) and 
either grey flannels or shorts for the 
men, and grey skirts or shorts for the 
ladies would not be prohibitive. 

H.P., 
Leeds. 

I NOTED in the World C,hampion
ship Issue, • some very nice 
comments on the way the Dutchmen 

arranged the World series at Utrecht. 
Your panel was headed" Nostalgia" 

and it certainly brought back some 
pleasant memories for me. 

As a soldier in Holland during war
time I have to hand it to the good 
Netherlands folk for taking diffi
culties in their stride. Even while 
still reeling from the effects of enemy 
occupation the Dutchmen saw that no 
British sportsman lacked the best 
facilities available, and they really 
went out of their way to provide them. 

I derived great pleasure from play
ing Table Tennis and cricket . in 
Amsterdam, Table Tennis and football 
at Nijmegen, and tennis in various 
other towns and villages. 

But wherever I went I only had to 
mention that I was keen (�!though 
not very skilful) on Table Tennis, and 
somehow or other the necessary equip
ment was provided. 

This may appear a very belated 
" thank you " ten years after . 
but it is nevertheless a sincere one. 

Henry Burns, 
Allerton, Liverpool. 
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Let - us get rid 
of the 

· 1 HAVE been vastly intrigued in recent months by the statements 
by various contributors, that certain stars show unmistakable 
signs of what is commonly known as " big-headedness." 

To me this distressing malady falls into 
three distinct categories-(!) the most 
objectionable of all-those who are climbing 
and think they know it all, (2) those who 
are on top of the heap, and mean to stay 
there untouched by the pleas of lesser 
mortals who need guidance-and (3) those 
who are on the toboggan, but strain every 
nerve to bolster their miserable egos by 
belittling. those who could soften the final 
crash into sporting oblivion. 

This is not to say that all the top notchers 
-the up-and-coming and the has-beens 
are Table Tennis snobs-far from it. But 
unquestionably there is the obnoxious 
minority who reflects no glory on the game 
and gives newcomers little or no encourage
ment. 

A SICKENER 

I know of one young player in a Northern 
industrfal town who was not too well 
endowed with cash. He got a sickener when 
he tried to join a so .called " good club," 
and would have abandoned the game for 
ever had not a friend indueed him to join 
a working-lads' club where he is now going 
great guns. 

No names, no pack drill, but there were 
one or two fairish players in the first club 
who might have provided their organisa
tion with a real asset had they deigned to 
come off the " high horse." 

Class Two-the really big shots-cannot 
be forgiven for conveniently forgetting the 
grinding progress to fame. If it were not 
for the average player there just would not 
be any stars. 

And if there is a star whom I abominate 
it is the one who is always available when 
there is favourable publicity in the offing, 
and conveniently absent when someone 
else needs a leg-up. 

? 

But in my opinion class No. 3 caps 
the lot. There is nothing more pathetic 
than a " has-been " trying to keep up the 
pace. There comes a time when every 
player must realise it is time to put the old 
bat aside, and when old reputations no 
longer mean a thing. That is the graceful 
way, but preserve me from those who hang 

[
say s �,oJV,11,,,,,,,.,,""""" 

ROBERT FENTON 

on by their eyelashes, and belittle those who 
conquer them by making luke-warm excuses 
for defeat. 

THE CAP 

. It is almost certain that someone is going 
to ask whom I have in mind. I'll tell them 
now-no one in particular ! The cap 
however will fit a few (fortunately it is a 
few) who could quit the game now with,out 
causing heartbreaks anywhere. 

Don't get the idea that this applies only 
to Table Tennis-it doesn't. Go into any 
tennis club and you'll soon find who is boss 
" lady " and " gent." 

Try to make headway in a cricket club 
where your face doesn't fit or your tie isn't 
the right colour and see what happens. I 
don't need to tell you what happens. You 
already know. But since Table Tennis is 
within the financial range of the poorest 
of us let it remain the democratic sport it 
is and let it be known that decent folk like 
their champions, past, present and future, 
to keep the same size in hats, and to retain 
some measure of respect for . those less 
skilfully endowed than themselves. 
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SOUTH AFRICAN 

Table Tennis History 
by DAVE GOLDBERG 

(Reproduced from the South African T. T. News) 

QN May 2nd we will celebrate an epoch-
making event in our Table Tennis 

calendar, for it marks the start of the 
Israeli tour of South Africa. Their im

. pending visit has naturally aroused un
precedented nation-wide interest and the 
South African press has highlighted the 
event with much relish and enthusiasm. 
The news has descended like a bombshell 
upon the table tennis scene and both players 
and followers alike anticipate their presence 
with pleasurable feelings of joy, hope and 
expectancy. To our distinguished guests 
we extend a very hearty welcome and trust 
that their stay here will be a memorable and 
successful one. 

THE 1920's 
For the beginnings of our history, let us 

go back in time to the gay carefree 1920's
a period of leisurely living. Come with me 
into this artificial world and observe the 
people at play. We step into a typical 
drawing-room scene-the heavy pall of 
'tobacco smoke, the clink of cocktail glasses, 
the excited babel of voices and the im
passive card-playing groups assail our 
senses. Amidst all this clamour a be
whiskered gentleman, complete with waist
coat and tails indulges in ping-pong antics 
with a bejewelled lady draped in all her 
finery. The smiling antagonists, employing 
outsize wooden bats shaped like frying pans, 
strike a white celluloid ball in a slow, 
awkward motion, and as ball meets bat a 
dull, monotonous ping-pong sound echoes 
through the room. 

Backwards and forwards tlie ball passes, 
' ascending higher and higher in a leisurely 

fashion before beginning its laboriously 
downward descent. The audience is con
vulsed with laughter. 

Yes, my dear readers, Ping-Pong as it was 
then called was an amusing, lighthearted 
social pastime fo while away some idle 
moments. From this lowly parent, your 
modern game of Table Tennis, as we know 
it today, was born. 

It was against such a background more 
than 25 years back that an idealistic group 
of pioneers in the Western Province came 
together to found our sport. Fired with a 
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vision and purpose, imbued with an in
vincible courage and tenacity they plunged 
into an unknown future. The road ahead 
was strange and uncharted, the journey a 
long and difficult one. In those far off days 
they had to contend withi ill-lit, badly venti
lated halls, defective equipment and primi
tive playing conditions. The game never
theless progressed. I recall one of our 
indefatigable workers for the cause, genial 
Mr. Rapp, a small rotund figure (still 

This Report from South Africa is a further 
indication of the world-wide coverage 
that the Review gives to Table Tennis. It 
was, unfortunately, too late to be included 
in the World Championships issue- and 
finally, I thought it too interesting to be 
held back from Readers. Editor. 

numbered among our active workers), 
modest and retiring· by nature, always 
lurking in the shadows and leaving the 
limelight to others. His presence was like a 
beacon of light in a sea of darkness and he 
illuminated the path down the years for 
others to follow. 

FIRST INTER-PROVINCIAL 
Shortly thereafter the game spread to the 

Transvaal and Natal and in 1937 the· first 
Interprovincial Tournament was staged in 
Durban. 

In 1938 the world famous stars Szabados 
and Kelen visited South Africa for a series 
of exhibition matches. They came as 
educators and not as conquerors and the 
lesson they taught was well learned. Their 
magical artistry transported us into an 
enchanting world of subtlety and scientific 
method, and we were entranced. The 
elements of footwork, style, playing tech
nique and stroke play were a revelation to 
us and a joy to behold. In contrast, our 
hit-and-miss methc1ds were shown up in 
an unfavourable light and we applied our
selves to the new knowledge with a re
doubled fervour. They had initiated a 
veritable revolution in our thinking and 
approach to the game and we were eternally 

Continued on page 13 
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Here is the Mount Y.M.C.A. side, Belfast and District League (Div. I) winners 

Left to right: Johnny Moore, Ivan Martin, Peter Kelly, Colin Senior, Brendan McCusker, Ernie Allen 

T
HE news of Harry O'Prey's 
retirement from the., inter
national and championship 

scene strikes a rather sad note 
at the end of the season. 

The popular Harry, who has represented 
Ireland in some 60 international matches, 
feels that he has had a fair innings and 
now intends to devote more time to 
coaching and administration. He will, 
however, continue to play for his club, 
Ards, in the Belfast and District League. 
ff he shows the same enthusiasm and com
petence as a coach and administrator as he 
has as a player-and ·1 know that he will
his services to Irish Table ,..Tennis in these 
spheres will be no less dist'inguished, writes 
Bill Ravey. 

THE small panel of coaches which was 
formed following a number of visits 

by Jack Carrington has been doing an 
outsize job in boys' and girls' clubs through
ou� the country. The coaches, working in 
pairs, make about six visits to each 
interested club. 

Unfortunately the scheme has not yet 
attracted many of the " big names " in 
Irish Table Tennis. This may be due to 
the long and rigorous course of training
culminating in a practical examination
which players must undertake before 
qualifying as fully fledged coaches. 
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Q �E of t�e chier difficulties encountered, 
m stagmg Insh tournaments -is the 

shortage of suitable venues. Most halls 
are booked up many months in advance 
and for this reason a number of tourna: 
rnents have had to be scrapped. 

I have heard it advocated that organisers 
should try to surmount this difficulty by 
planning their programmes a season in 
advance. This tnight not always be practic
able, but it is certainly a suggestion worthy 
of serious consideration. 

t\ T least four well-known players have ,. been getting in some serious summer 
trai(1ing. They are Ernie Allen, Colin 
Senior, Peter Kelly and Brendan Mccusker, 
all stout-hearted lads who don't tolerate 
half-hearted measures. Their schedule at 
the moment includes skipping, P.T. and 
road-work. 

I couldn't help laughing at an incident 
which occurred a couple of weeks ago in 
the gym. where the boys train. Brendan 
McCusker, in the throes of a skipping 
session, was being constantly heckled by 
an unknown youngster who had come in 
to watch. Eventually the young ·pain-in
the_-n_eck enquired : " What are you 
trammg for, anyway ? " , Without a 
moment's hesitation , .Brendan replied : 
" What do you think we're training for--
Ping-Pong ? '' •. 



Below: 

TABLE TENNIS REVIEW 

Memories 

of 

Utrecht 

Left: 

RICHARD BERGMANN 
finds feminine charm an un
deniable attraction, 
especially when it's said 
with flowers. 

The same young charmer is evidently more interested in the camera 

than DI ROWE's technique 
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Above: An impressive view of the BERNDHAL, 

where a wooden floor was laid for the championships 

Below: And here are the Swaythling winners -
Japanese stars, TOMITA, OGIMURA, HASEGAWA, TAMASU and TANAKA 

9 
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tricks OF THE T.T. TRADE 

by M .  S .  H A C K N E Y  

I 
N all sports it is interesting, if not always exciting, to observe 
the " game within a game." We have all seen the boxer in 
trouble w�o hangs on to his opponent, the time-wasting tactics 

of a football team in the lead, and the cricket team which without 
hope of winning bats stolidly for a draw. Table Tennis has its tricks 
of the trade and these sometimes amuse and sometimes irritate. 

Richard Bergmann often rouses laughter 
by sprinting for a ball which has gone out 
of play and then tearing back to the table 
with it. He even does this at large arenas, 
where ball-boys are employed for the 
specific purpose of retrieving the ball. 

B\)t Richard on such occasions is not 
working off excess energy or trying to show 
that Roger Bannister is not the only man 
with springs in his limbs ; he is bent on 
getting on with the game with the minimum 
of delay. He puts on his breaking-the
sound-barrier act when he knows that an 
opponent has lost his rhythm and needs 
time to recover. Richard is determined not 
to give this chance and so hustles for all 
he's worth. 

TOUGH TUSSLE 
At Wembley's Empire Pool in November 

1953, during the England v. Hungary inter
national, he was having a tough tussle with 
Ferenc Sido. Sido took the first set by a 
narrow margin, but in the second Richard 
was retrieving beautifully and getting jn a 
few hits on his own account. The Hungarian 
looked worried and faltered a little. Our 
man sensed the giant's wavering confidence 
and hustled like nobody's business. Sure 
enough Sido broke. 

Contrariwise, when he isn't functioning 
too well and his rival is enjoying a ·can't- go
wrong phase, Richard tries to slow down 
the game by dallying between services. He 
knows that just as a player can regain 
control in a ma:tter of seconds so he can, 
in• the same sh�rt spell lose it. 

BLASTED ! 

In the Swaythling Cup final, against 
,Tapan at Wembley last year, Richard, who 
was very tired, faced Tomita, an attacker 
in full cry. He was blasted 21-13 in the 
first game. In the second he fought for time, 
and gained y.;tluable breathing space, when 
�he ball in "i1se accidentally crushed. He 
refused one of the balls in the box on the 
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umpire's table, wouldn't take one from the 
new carton brought out from somewhere 
in the stadium, and rested until yet 
another box was sent for. Only after he 
had carefully inspected the third set of 
pills did he resume. The respite helped him 
a lot, although not sufficiently to enable 
him to win. 

The Japanese have made a fine art of 
dilly-dallying between services when hard
pressed and it is common for them to gain 
time by walking over to their manager, 
ostensibly for advice yet in fact to rattle 
foes rarin' to go. 

This is a manoeuvre which has raised 
criticism against our Oriental friends, who 
otherwise are models of courtesy. 

It is noticeable, incidentally, how they 
press on the accelerator when things are 
going well for them. They know that if 
you can break or upset a rival's control 
you're on the way to victory. 

WORSENING EFFECT 

There's a certain English county player 
who can show the Japs a thing or three in 
delaying tactics when he's having a rough 
time. Between points he will remove his 
track-suit jacket, wipe his spectacles, pull 
up his socks, tie his laces, hitch his shorts, 
and even leave the table to get an energy 
tablet to suck. Not unnaturally this 
irritates the man at the other end and often 
has the effect of reacting, for the worse, on 
his game. 

Other legitimate means of pulling a fast 
one include wiping one's face, hands and 
arms with a towel ; zipping or unzipping 
-(or buttoning or unbuttoning)-one's 
shirt colh;i.r, ·combing one's hair and wiping 
one's nose. On more than one occasion 
I have seen a player deliberately tread on 
a ball. 

Table Tennis is more than a clash of 
skill ; it · is a battle of wits and cunning, 
with victory sometimes depending on 
what takes place off the table. 
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FROM SCOTLAND . . . 

GORDON WALKER focuses the spotlight on 

TOMMY GILMOUR 

T
OM M Y  joined Dundee 
Y.M .C.A. at 1 4. Before 
going into the Army he won 

the Midlands Men's Singles, and 
last season, his first since leaving 
the Forces, he won the !North of 
Scotland Singles and Doubles. 

This season TOI11.IllY really came into his 
own, taking the Murrayfield Singles and 
Doubles, North of Scotl�Jld Singles and 
Doubles, West of Scotland Doubles, and 
crowning the run by being selected for 
Scotland's World Cup team. 

Now aged 23, he is a compositor with 
D. C. Thomson, Ltd., proprietors of 
" Sunday Post " and other publica�ions. 

GOLF - SECRET 
Many people have wondered at his 

striking placidity and unruffled composure 
at the table. The secret is-golf ! Tommy 
plays all , summer (handicap 10) and any 
of you who have tried, will know that it is 
a game which either sends you raving mad 
or else builds up iron self-control ; the 
latter is obviously the case with Tommy. 

Lithe, fit, and fleet of foot, defence, is 
1 1  

[By kind permission of D. C. THOMSON, LTD. 

his strongest game. He is a great believer 
in physical fitness ; thinks that practice as 
such for Table Tennis is overrated as 
compared with fitness. His brother is a 
footballer, and Tommy trains with him. 
Runs of three miles are spoken of without 
a tremor. 

Under pressure, however, Tommy con
fessed that he chooses his night for this. 
When it's raining, he can be convinced 
that his forehand needs a little practise. 
Tom strongly advocates skipping for foot
work development. 

IMMACULATE 
Likes and dislikes ? Very stron.g against 

the prevailing untidiness of dress among 
some Table Tennis " stars." Himself, 
spruce and clean, Tom is indeed a pleasant 
contrast to some. 

There seems to be a hoodoo on the 
voyagings of Table Tennis players. -Tom 
caps Helen Elliot's travelling hardships with 
the story of the Table Tennis • bus from 
Edinburgh-Dundee. Left Edinburgh 
around 1 1-30 p.m., left the road around 
1 ' a.m., and went into a ditch. Around 
12 noon next day relief in the shape of 
another bus arrived. 
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In the final  article of h is bril l iant series 

VI CTOR BARNA discusses 

GRIPS 
AN D 

OUTLOOK 

T
H E  Japanese, Tanaka, won the World's championsh ip  i n  

Utrecht, and he, _ l i ke h is  com patriots Satoh and Ogim u ra, 
who WQn the title in 1 952 and 1 954 respectively, i s  a 

pen holder." 
The fact that Satoh and Ogimura use 

sponge bats (Tanaka uses something 
different) and the effects of these bats, has .  
been and wil l  continue to be discussed at 
great length. And naturally there has been 
a lot of argument concerning the merit of 
the penholder grip . 
. According to some , it is much easier to 

hit with that " old fashioned " grip, than 
with any of the so-cal led '' modern '' grips, 
arid they conclude that the penholder grip 
is the thing of the future and not a remnant 
of . the past. 

MORE .NATURAL 

Although I cannot possibly agree with 
{hat view, I must admit there is something 
to be said for the opinion that a penholder 
finds hitting easier and more natural. Just 
take a bat il'l your hand, holding it pen
holder-wise, and your first reaction is that 
you want to hit the bal l  ; whereas, using the 
" shake-hands "  modern grip, you instinc
tively feel an impulse to push the bal l  back, 
instead of clouting i t .  Yes, hitting comes 
to a penholder quite naturally. 

It is also true that because he. has only 
the one grip, a penholder can hit faster -and 
make up his mind quicker what to do and 
how to do it ; while a " modern " player 
has to decide whether to take the bal l  
backhand or forehand, which in most cases 
means slight alterations of the grip. Quite 
an advantage, if you think of it that way ! 

However, the new advocates of the pen
holder-grippers, quite fo.rget to point out 
that they can have no backhand and little
if any-defence. Though I have heard it 
argued that defence is not needed because 
reasonably accurate attack and counter
attack is usual ly good enough to beat any
body. 

NO SUBSTITUTE 

one stroke, or many. The ma in thing is to 
make the most of what you have, and match 
your very best against your opponent's 
weakness. If you are good or clever enough 
to do that, you wil l  win, even though his 
game may have greater variety than yours. 
Of course, the more one knows the easier 
the task ; there is no substitute for ex
perience . 

The mental approach to Table Tennis is 
the most important factor of all. I have 
watched many· players, noted their attitude 
towards the ·game, and drawn many con
clusions from them . 

Usually, I prefer not to give names to 
. i llustrate my meaning, but in this case I am 
. sure my friend Harangozo wil l  not mind 
my mentioning his. Here is a player who 
had everything, a beautiful, penetrating • 
attack, forehand and backhand, coupled 
with a brilliant defence. 

However, as the years went by, he lost 
his marve l lous backhand and the consis
tency of his forehand-just because he 
gained some great successes by reason of 
his splendid defence alone. For this, I 
cannot blame him entirely. Unfortunately, 
the password in the last ten years or so has 
been " defence," and Harangozo tried to 
imitate others who had profited by specialis
ing in it. 

BY INSTINCT 

Generally speaking, when you are young , 
you seldom think. You simply play
almost by instinct. With growing ex
perience, one begins to think-which in 
some cases can be a doubtful asset. If I 
may be allowed to give a little advice to the 
thinkers, I would say :-" Do not analyse 
things too much before a match ; rather 
be alert during the game- always searching 
for your opponent's weaknesses." 

I myself, with one or two exceptions, 
never went to the table with a set plan of 

This brings me to the question of mental campaign. I never knew in advance what 
outlook-cal l  it" intel ligence " if you like. type of game I was going to play-even if 
I have always maintained, and sti l l  do, that I already knew my opponents' game blind
it matters little whether you have only fold ; because I had learned from ex-
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perience, among other th ings, that playi'ng 
conditions (fast or slow tables, etc.) call 
for different methods and different tact ics. 

Let me add one more tip :-" play at 
the other side of the table. "  That is to say, 
watch your opponent constantly and try to 
find out his intentions, instead of concen
trating on the bounce of the ball , or check
ing up on your grip. 

NOT ADVISABLE 
And now back to the merits of the pen

holder grip. It served wel l  some of the 
Japs, and some of our own players, too, 
like Adrian Haydon and Alan Rhodes. 
But generally, in spite of its recent run of 
success, it cannot be advised. It needs 
tremendous footwork and speed, because 
the whole table has to be covered practi
cally from the backha_nd corner ; and this 
in turn requires exceptional fitness and 
stamina. _,._ _ Furthermore, the lack of backhand and 
defence is an enormous handicap as the 
Japs found to their cost when they were 
up against Sido and Andreadis, who possess 
powerful backhands as wel l  as forehands. 

With a modern grip, one can mould a 
style which suits one's physical ability. 
But with a penholder grip, it is a matter of 
everything, or nothing . You must have a 
go, whether you like it or not .  

If you really think that the penholder 
grip with its attractive hitting and counter
hitting is the thing for you, adopt it by all 
means. But above all, be sure it suits 
your temperament ; and in any case, don't 
fail to remember what I said earlier on :
" make the most of it ! " 

SOUTH A F R I CA N  T.T. H I STORY 

Continued from page 6 
grateful .  

Progress was steadily maintained, and in 
1946 the inauguration of the South African 
Championships climaxed our years of 
endeavour. All the provinces have since 
established their own playing organisations 
and the sport has become truly national .  

LACK OF CONTACT . 
For the past few years there has been a 

brake on our development due to lack of 
contact with overseas talent and the game 
has languished in the doldrums. The ban 
forbidding our participation in international 
competition was recently relaxed and an 
ever-widening chasm separating us from 
the Table Tennis centres across the seas is 
slowly being narrowed. The visit of the 
Israelis has helped to change al l  this. We 
have now entered the international table 
tennis scene and loosed our fetters from the 
narrow . parochialism which has enmeshed 
our sport . The struggling infant has grown ' 
up at last. 

As we lift the veil from the future, we 
behold exciting possibilities for our youth. 
Regular annual partic ipation in inte_r
national competition and perhaps later m 
the World Championships. The motto for 
aspiring youth will be " excel at Table 
Tennis and see the world " and during the 
next few years the familiar Springbok 
emblem may encompass the globe. In 
addition, this constant mingling with over-
seas· talent wil l  profoundly influence our 
play and the sport will soar to undreamed 
of heigl.ts. The future is thus pregnant with 
opportunity and chal lenge . 

THE ISRAELIS 
Now we come to the 64 dol lar question. 

How good are the Israelis ?  What are our 
chances of success ? I do not claim divine 
insight regarding the latter part of the 
question and will therefore leave it un
answered. Our visitors have participated 
in international competition for several 
years and have acquitted themselves in 
creditable fashion. The press reports have 
been favourable and some sparkling duels • 

Continued on page 32 
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In the 

AUTUHN 1955 ISSUE 
to be published 

SEPTEMBER 1st 
The keen student of the sport will find 
an analysis of all the current or new 
books on the game which will then be 

( available 
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SAM * * * 

K.tf\.K. vvooo�s 
* * * COLU M N  

A
S HI RT of eye-poppi ng quality, a garment which the Biblical 

Joseph might have thought twice about wearing i n  public, 
was paraded with evident relish by Loli Hoffman, our North 

London fri end. 
The front was painlessly one-colour (as 

regulations force it to be, thank goodness), 
but the back was a blaze of red, green 
yellow and white embroidered lettering 
covering its entire area. 

I wasn't brave enough to go close and 
- examine the script, but from a distance I 
did manage to read " English, 1955," so I 
assume details of Lou's playing career were 
on exhibition for the benefit of those who 
might care to examine his case history. 

I suppose one might call the article 
Lou's operatic shirt-" Tales of Hoffman " 
and all that. Anyway, it was terrif-ick . . . .  
it sent me . . . .  right to the other side of the 
hall, when I could rest my punished peepers. 

/ . d A PERSON quite well known m Lon on 
circles regaled me the other day with 

a tale which yet again indicates that some 
of us are inclined to think we are rather 
more important than in fact we are. My 
confidant, so he would have me believe, 
and so it seemed he himself believed, 
persuaded Dick Bergmann not to retire 
following his performances in the English 
and World tournaments. Apparently 
Richard was so cut up that he was on the 
point of finishing with the game and only 
the efforts of the aforesaid gentleman 
prevented this. 

I couldn't help smiling at this " revela
tion," as on the day of his defeat by J immy 
Lowe at Wembley, Richard was cheerful 
and not the least put out by his lack of 
form. Said he to yours truly, " After four 
months of exhibition play it takes time to 
get match fit. If I hadn't been defending 
champion I wouldn't have played." Not 
a whisper of retirement, of fed-upness
just commonsense remarks on the inevitable 
lack of touch consequent on absence from 
match play. 

Less than a month later Richard had 
recovered to such an extent that he trounced 
new World champion " Tosh " Tanaka 
and cheekily toyed around with Tomita, 
the other Jap star·. [ don't profess to be 
" in the know," but I'm willing to lay the 
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odds that Richard will be around, and will 
still be a .world force, five years from now. 

T HE ladies, bless 'em, have a reputation 
for being inconsistent. The charge, 

however, cannot be levelled against them 
when it comes to that most important 
title, the World singles. Since the . series 
was resumed in 1946 only two girls have 
claimed the t�tle-Gizi Farkas, who had a 
run of three successive wins, and " Angel " 
Rozeanu, who took over and has been 
queenpin ever since. 

Contrast this with the record of the men. 
There have been no fewer than seven title
holders-Vana, Bergmann, Leach, Satoh, 
Sido, Ogimura and Tanaka. 

We can go a little further . Since 1926-27, 
the season of the first World rally, eight 
women have reigned, three • of them 
claiming the title 14 times between them
Maria Mednyanszky five, Gizi three, and 
" Angel " six. In that time there have been 
13 male champions, with Barna top-dog 
with five wins and Bergmann next with 
four. 

WE may not always agree with Ivor 
Montagu, but by gum we've got to 

admit he has a brilliant mind and knows 
the game from every angle. I was reminded 
of this yet again when I read his article on 
the sponge bat in the programme of the· 
English Open. 

I have no hesitation in saying it is far and 
away the best summing-up on sponge yet 
wr itten and is packed with good sense. 
These are some of the points which the 
Hon. Ivor makes : " . . . .  Do we really know 
enough to say that sponge spin and speed 
cannot be foreseen ? Is this proved by the 
fact that our good players cannot foresee it ? 
May it not be that precisely the best players 
who have learned the game before sponge 
are those least likely to cope with new 
effects ? .  . . . Are we sure sponge will 
destroy the game ? 

" Where is sponge most used ? Japan ? 
Has the game been destroyed there ?  Are 

I \ 

SUMMER ISSUE 1955 

not Japanese players, sponge and non
sponge alike, interesting and spectacular . .  
Suppose we decide to ban sponge-how ? 
The simple words ' no sponge ' can hardly 
be adequate. 

" What is sponge ? Define it. And in 
such words, please, that the referee can 
apply the rule in borderline cases . . . .  Are 
we sure, too, that our way is the best, and 
that the racket (orthodox) which produces 
some of our pushing marvels is so much 
better than the kind of game that has 
produced the fine J�panese hitters, sponge 
and non-sponge . , . .  

These are only isolated excerpts from an 
article which analyses all angles of the 
problem and which must make even the 
most hasty and biased amongst us pause 
to reflect. Reading I. M.'s minor master
piece it is not to be wondered at that the 
International Federation, of which he is a 
powerful member, threw out the " let's 
ban sponge " proposal in no uncertain 
fashion. 

JN the Spring issue of the " Review " 
reference was made in an article, headed 

" Boing-g-g-g !" of the action of the Central 
London League in awarding points to two 
teams beaten by a club all of whose players 
were found to be unregistered. The 
article claimed that the C.L.L. was 
negligent in not having verified at the 
outset that the club had failed to pay its 
affiliation dues ; and that furthermore the 
giving of points to beaten clubs might 
affect promotion and relegation. 

A Central London official has since 
pointed out that it was known the offending 
club hadn't registered its players but that 
it had repeatedly promised to do s9 and was 
taken at its word. No action was taken as 
the club was one of old standing and had 
rendered much valuable service to the 
league. Thus it was given scope beyond 
the ordinary to make good its dues. 

This tolerance-NOT negligence !-on 
the part of the C.L.L. is understandable, 
but, just the same, it would have been 
unjust had a team gained. promotion or 
been relegated because of those unearned 
points. One of the teams which was given 
points after being beaten, by the way, was 
in the running for • the championship and 
was only just beaten to the post. 

Tolerance is a fine virtue-but it shouldn't 
be practised at the expense of the innocent ! 
If a club won't fall into line then it must 
be dealt with accordingly. 

GUEST of honour at a recent Variety 
Club of Great Britain luncheon was 

Vic Barna, whose co-guests included 
athletic personalities .Gordon Pirie, J im 
Peters, Jean Desforges, Chris Brasher, 
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CRITICISM and EXPLANATION 
We have been taken to task by 

M r. Kenneth Daniel ,  of 22, St. 
M ichael 's Road , Wel l i ng, Kent, over 
what he considers was i nsufficiently 
adeq uate reporting of the world 
championsh i p  events i n  the relevant . 
issue. 

M r. Daniel  poi nts out that when 
the events were held i n  London, the 
previous year, the coverage 
amou nted tO" 20 pages, against 1 0  
this ti me. 

The explanation is s im ple, When 
the series was held i n  London, day
to-day reports enabled the pri nters 
to make-up the reserved pages daily, 
but i n  this case it was not possible 
to do this,  even though our corres
pondent in Utrecht completed his  
com mentaries with the utmost 
speed. 

It was only after careful consider
ation of the t ime factor that it was 
decided to concentrate, in the mai n ,  
on t h e  achievements o f  t h e  English 
players. 

M r. Daniel adds that analysis of 
the fortunes of the world's major 
players cou ld have been given more 
promi nence. To that we say every 
available inch of the reserved space 
was used to what we considered the 
best advantage, and the ach ieve
ments of the foreign players given 
the best publ icity possib le u nder 
the conditions. 

M r. Daniel states that he hopes his 
criticism will be regarded as con
structive. We assure him that it is, 
and we are grateful to him for havi ng 
the cou rage of his convictions. 

EDITOR. 

Jack Crump, Harold Abrahams and Joe 
Binks. Occasion was the presentation of 
the Helms Trophy to Dr. Roger Bannister 
for his under-four-minute miles last year . 
Menu note on Victor, the only non-track 
" name " invited to the function, read : 
" Conceded to be the greatest player 
Table Tennis has ever produced. Winner 
of 1 5  World and over 1 00 national 
championships." V ic was introduced to 
·the distinguished assembly, which included 
the High Commissioner for New Zealand, 
the Earl of M idleton, Eamonn Andrews 
and film and stage stars, and he received a 
very cordial . reception. 

The Variety Club, incidentally, is a 
charitable organisation comprised of 350 
men in show business who have raised 
£ 1 20,000 in five years for needy children 
and whose members include the Duke of 
Edinburgh and the Earl Mountbatten. 
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IF O Jll lf ]IHI[ JIE 

F
OR those who like to have their facts readily available, here is a 

special compi led record of Major English Open tournament winners 
of the 1 954/55 season. 

BIRMINGHAM OPEN 
Men's Singles-Ray Hinchliffe. Women's Singles-Helen Ell iott. 

Women's Doubles-Helen Ell iott and Margaret Fry. Mixed Doubles
Alan Rhodes and Jean Winn. 

EAST OF ENGLAND 
Men's Singles-Bobby Stevens. Women's Singles-Betty Gray. 

Men's Doubles-Peter Pudney and Alan Sherwood. Women's Doubles
Betty Gray and Shirley Jones. Mixed Doubles-Ivor Jones and S. Jones. 

SUSSEX OPEN 
Men's Singles-Derek Burridge Women's Singles-Barbara M i lbank. 

Men's Doubles-B. Stevens and I. Jones. Women's Doubles-B. M ilbank 
and M rs. Carrington.  Mixed Doubles-Harry Venner and Ann Haydon .  

EASTERN SUBURBAN 
Men's Singles-Ken Craigie. Women's Singles-Betty ] saacs .  Men's 

Doubles-I . Jones and B. Stevens. Women's Doubles-Joy Seaman and 
J. Winn. Mixed Doubles-Jackie Head and J .  Seaman. 

SOUTH LONDON 
Men's Singles-H. Venner. Women's Singles-J. Winn. Men's 

Doubles-R. Raybould and l Jones. Women's Doubles-J . Winn and 
J .  ·Seaman. Mixed Doubles-J immy Lowe and B. Isaac�. 

SOUTH OF ENGLAND 
Men's Singles-H.  Venner. Women's Singles-H. E11iott. Men's 

Doubles-K. Craigie and A. Rhodes. Women's Doubles-Ji l l  Rook and 
Peggy Piper. Mixed Doubles-K .  Craigie and J. Rook. 

MERSEYSIDE OPEN 
' Men's Singles-B. Kennedy. Women's Singles-H. EJliott. Men's 

Doubles-Aubrey Simons and B. Kennedy. Women's Doubles-Kathleen 
Best and A. Haydon. Mixed Doubles-A. Simons and H. Ell iott. 

CENTRAL LONDON 
Men's Singles-M ichael Thornhil l .  Women's Singles-A. Haydon. 

Men's Doubles-Len Adams and Ron Crayden. Women's Doubles
B. M i lbank and Mrs. Carri ngton. Mixed Doubles-M .  Thornhi l l  and 
A Haydon. 

WELSH OPEN 
Men's Singles-B. Kennedy. Women's Singles-A. Haydon. Men's 

Doubles-A. Simons and B. Kennedy. Women's Doubles-K .  Best and 
A. Haydon. Mixed Doubles-I .  Jones and S. Jones. 
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1111 JE C O 1111 111) ·· 
METROPOLITAN OPEN 

Men's Singles-H. Venner. Women's Singles-S. Jones. Men's 
Doubles-I. Leach and J. Carrignton. Women's Doubles-S. Jones and B. 
Gray. Mixed Doubles-I .  Jones and S. Jones. 

S. YORKS. OPEN 
Men's Singles-R. Hinchl iffe. Women's Singles-Mrs. B. Cassell .  

Men's Doubles-I. Crookes and R. Dove. Women's Doubles-M . Light
foot and F. Wright. Mixed Doubles-P: Skerratt and P. Heppell .  

N.W. KENT OPEN 
Men's Singles-Lou Laza. Women's Singles-Rosal ind Rowe. Men's 

Doubles-Ken Craigie and A. Rhodes. Women's Doubles-D. and R. Rowe. 
Mixed Doubles-B. Kennedy and R. Rowe. 

KENT OPEN 
Men's Singles-D. Burridge. Women's Singles-B. Milbank. Men's 

Doubles-P. Pudney and M .  Thornhil l .  Women's Doubles-Mrs. J. Beadle 
and I .  Robeson. Mixed Doubles-A. Rhodes and I. Wjnn. 

MIDLANDS OPEN 
Men's Singles-D. Burridge. Women's Singles-R.  Rowe. Men's 

Doubles-A. Rhodes and K .  Craigie. Women's Doubles-D. and R. Rowe. 
Mixed Doubles-K . Craigie and A. Haydon. 

SURREY OPEN 
Men's Singles-H .  Venner. Women's Singles-D. Rowe. Men's 

Doubles-K. Craigie and A. Rhodes. Women's Doubles-I. Fielder and 
M. Franks. Mixed Doubles-R. Stevens and Y. Baker. 

WEST MIDDLESEX OPEN 
Men's Singles-I). Burrjdge. Women's Singles-M.  Franks. Men's 

Doubles-D. Burridge and L. Adams. Women's Doubles-D. Spooner and 
M .  Franks. Mixed Doubles-L. Adams and M. Fry. 

WEST OF ENGLAND OPEN 
Men's Singles-B. Kennedy. Women Singles-M. Franks. Men's 

Doubles-A. Simons and B. Kennedy. Women's Doubles-M . Fry and I. 
Crosby. Mixed Doubles-B. Kennedy and I. Crosby. 

ENGLISH OPEN 
·Men's Singles-Zarko Dol inar. Women's Singles-R.  Rowe. Men's 

Doubles-1 .  Andreadis  and L. Stipek. Women's Doubles-R.  and D. Rowe. 
Mixed Doubles-A. Simons and H. El l iott. 
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PLAYER O� THE YEAR 

Th is Selection will  be TO UGH !' WHAT a task it's going to be for those responsible for nomi
nating the " Player of the Year " for the Victor Barna 
Trophy. Joint-holders last season were Rosalind and Diane 

Rowe, who won the World and English titles, in addition to im
portant Continental championships, and who the summer before 
the opening of the T.T. calendar had done valuable work on their 
tour of Australia and New Zealand. 

The year before, Aubrey Simons had the 
honour to be named the first-ever winner, 
following his gallant showing in helping 
England to register her first Swaythling 
Cup win. 

Top player for the recently defunct 
season is-who ? 

Review the position. Richard Bergmann 
was away for the greater part of the season 
playing exhibition games on tour with the 
Harlem Globetrotters in the United States. 
On his return to defend his English Open 
title he was k.o. 'd in the 3rd round in 
straight sets by Jimmy Lowe and lost to 
Zarko Dolinar in the quarter-finals of the 
World Series. 

His best performances were registered in 
representative games in this country, and 
comprised his defeats of Andreadis, World 
champion Tanaka, and Tomita. 

Johnnie Leach, lack-lustre for most of 
the season, showed a remarkable return to 
form in the English, in which he was 
defeated in the semi-finals by Dolinar after 
beating Tereba, but lost in World quarter
finals to Frenchman Cafeiro. In the 
Swaythling Cup tie against Czechoslovakia, 
however, he beat Andreadis and was very 
narrowly beaten by Tereba. 

Indifferent 
His previous national tournament jousts 

on the Continent had brought him little 
success. In Scandinavia, in " invitation " 
matches, he did however beat Flisberg and 
the then reigning champion, Ogimura. His 
record at home was indifferent-in fact, 
poor. 

Simons' form was almost pathetic-his 
worst by far since reaching stardom. He 
recovered a little of his prestige by winning 
the Mixed Doubles, with Helen Elliot, of 
the English Open and reaching the Mixed 
final of the World's, also with the Scottish 
girl. 

The Rowe girls gained several national 
titles on the Continent. The Yugoslav, 
Austrian, French and . Belgian Doubles 
went their way (they failed only in the 
final of the Scandinavian tournament-to 
Rozeanu-Zeller) ; Ros took the Austrian 
Singles and Scandinavian Mixed with 
Andreadis, who in the final beat Di and 
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Leach ; and Di and Johnnie annexed the 
French Mixed. 

The twins took the English Open Doubles 
for the sixth successive year and Ros 
emerged Singles champion. In the World's 
they had a bad time, losing their Doubles 
crown and failing in their Corbillon Cup 
final ties against Rumania and Japan. Di, 
however, in  the Rumania match, became 
the first English girl to beat World champ 
Angelica Rozeanu. The girls also suffered 
Singles and Doubles defeats against Japan 
in this country after the World's. 

Further Claims 
Ann Haydon again won the -English 

" junior " Singles and reached the finals 
of the senior Singles and Doubles, but has 
no international performances to imple
ment her claims. 

The rest of the leading players did little 
to qualify them for consideration. Harry 
Venner, Brian Kennedy, Jean Winn, and 
others of similar standing, had their home 
successes but made no impact elsewhere. 

In such awards it is traditional to name a 
different player each year, but who can 
deny that the Rowes stand out head and 
shoulders above the rest ? If they cannot 
be named as they were honoured last year, 
whom have we ? I can see only two players 
in the running : Leach and Ann Haydon. 
Their records aren't outstandingly brilliant, 
perhaps, but they're better than anyone 
else can show-the Rowes excluded, of 
course. 

Myself, I'd forget tradition and give the 
award, solo, to Rosalind, who performed 
most valiantly throughout the season and, 
to my mind, was prevented only by tired
ness from keeping up the good work in 
Utrecht. 

FI RST I SS U E  

of Table Tennis Review fo r the 

1 955 - 56 SEAS O N  

wi l l  b e  on sa le 

S E PTEM B E R  1 st 
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OPE N I N G 1 955-56 tourna
ments in 'England may be 
graced by the presence of 

Zarko Dolinar , the popular 
Yugoslav who holds the English 
Open Singles and several major 
Continental championships. 

Zarko, a veterinary surgeon, hopes to 
spend a month or so in London, taking 
advanced study at his profession, and, if 
his plan matures, will come here in autumn. 
Should Zarko visit us he is assured of a. big 
welcome, outsized sponge bat and all. He 
can be equally sure that his presence as a 
competitor would boost box-office takings 
at such tournaments as he could contrive 
to enter. 

}T'S orange blossoms, white regalia and 
wedding bells for Rosalind Rowe. She 

and Dr. Jack Cornett are to marry in 
October and present plans are for them to 
live in 9illingham, Jack's home town. 
We wish both of them the very best of good 
luck and a long, happy and healthy life 
together. Fans, incidentally, will be pleased 
to know that Rosalind is continuing her 
Table Tennis career, and has no thought of 
restricting her activities, let alone resigning. 
It just wouldn't be the same without 
Rosalind around, would it ? 

ANOTHER girl who has no thought of 
retiring is Angelica .. Rozeanu, the 

World champion. Angelica recently stated 
that she intends to keep at the game for an 
indefinite period and that recurring rumours 
to the effect that she is packing up can be 
ignored . Her ambition is to . win an all
time number of World titles. 

One record she already holds. She has 
won the'Singles six times, beating the tallies 
of Victor Barna and Maria Mednyanszky by 
one. But she has a long way to go before 
she beats Barna's record of 15 individual 
and 7 team World wins. 

" Angel " has won a total of 15 World 
titles-six at Singles and 9 at Mixed and 
Corbillon events. She took up the game 
at the age of nine and competed for the 
first time in a World rally at fourteen, in 
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Prague in 1936. Many good judges think 
that her reign as Singles champion is 
threatened by her countrywoman, Ella 
Zeller, who is 22 and fast improving in her 
attacking play. Others hot on her trail are 
Eva Koczian, of Hungary, Linde Wert], 
of Austria, Ann Haydon, of England, and 
of course the Japanese girls. 

J: LIKED this extract form an official 
Rumanian handout on the recent 

World Series : " At the Utrecht World 
Championships an increased number of 
players as compared to last year announced 
their using a spongy bat. I deem that the 
use of spongy bats deprives the game of 
its spectacular moments, since it is con
ducive to schematism and simplification." 
? ? ? 

,...f HE Scandinavian Open Championships, 
always a popular attraction, are being 

held in Stockholm on December 4-7th. 
The tournament, which is sponsored jointly 
by the Scandinavian and Swedish Assoc
iations, attracted competitors from ten 
countries last season, and it is hoped that 
an even bigger entry will travel to Sweden 
this time. Title-holders are : Men's 
Singles, Dolinar ; Men's Doubles, 
Andreadis and Stipek ; Women's Singles, 
A. Rozeanu ; Women's Doubles, Rozeanu 
and E. Zeller ; Mixed Doubles, Andreadis 
and R. Rowe ; Boys' Junior Singles, E. 
Hodson. 

•.• •!• 

NEW · French Closed champion is Guy • Amouretti, who beat Refie Roothooft, 
the holder, in the final, after being two 
sets down. 

♦:♦ ♦:♦ 

Dl! RI_NG July a big tournament for 
Jumors only, is to be staged in 

Germany. Most of the Continent's top 
juniors are competing, and England is 
sending a team. 

•!• ♦:♦ 

IT'S work at Butlin Holiday Camps this 
summer for British stars. Dotted round 

the country at various centres are �he 
Continued on page 32 
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were real crowd-pleasers 

I 
RE M E M BE R  complai n i ng that last ye'ar 's " Dai ly M i rror " 
national tournament finals n ight at the Albert Hal l was staged 
too late�it was held in May-to be anything but anti-c l i mati c, 

which, together with the hum id atmosphere, accounted for the 
even i ng 's comparative fai l ure. 

There are no such complaints about this 
year's " d'o," held at the same venue, when 
the excitement of the World Series was 
still with us, and with the added attraction 
of the Japanese boys and girls in action 
against the South of England. Small 
wonder that there was an almost capacity 
crowd in attendance-and thank goodness 
the weather was favourable to Table Tennis. 

The " Mirror " finals normally take 
place one match at a time. As there was 
the Jap. v. S. of E. match to be considered 
as very much a part of the programme, 
two tables were used simultaneously for 
the boys' and girls' events. The tables, 
incidentally, carried weights in neat green 
containers, situated on the crossbars at 
the leg bases and caused puzzlement, until 
the commentator explained things. 

The weights, so we were told, helped to 
press the tables on to the special plastic 
flooring, and so cause a reaction on the 
ball, similar to that given by a table on a 
wooden floor. If this technical gambit is 
a little too scientific for you, you're in 
good company ! 

ASPIRING CHAMPIONS 
However, on with the play. To the two 

tables trotted our aspiring champions of 
the future ; high-school girl Rhoda Robins 
( 17), of Notting Hill ,  facing chubby little 
Ivy Haney, a 1 6-year-old from Burnley ; 
and Ernest McLeish, slender 17-year-old 
apprentice bricklayer from Hinckley, up 
against tousle-haired Pat Tindale ( 1 6), who 
hails from Gateshead. 

The girls' match was a clean-cut, straight
forward affair, with no " ifs " or " buts 1 '  

about it .  Rhoda was steadier, more con
sistent and less afflicted by nerves than the 
red-faced little 'un across the net, and saw 
her off with no trouble at all, in three 
straight : 2 1 - 1 6, 2 1 - 1 2, 2 1 - 1 0 . I commend 
Ivy on her gameness-and I think she'll 
agree with me that there was no question 
but that she was bettered on merit. 

A very different kettle of fish was the 
boys' match. I t  was a rousing affair in 
which the fortunes of war swung first one 
way and then the other, and in which the 
issue was in doubt until the very last rally. 

Ernest had a hard hit on both wings and 
made it clear that he was a devotee of the 
Wilfred Pickles axiom, " have a go." 
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Pat carried a hefty forehand wallop, but 
was a little more restrained. 

That was the difference between the 
two-and why, as I see it, Ernest, in my 
opinion, the better all-round player, had 
victory snatched from under his nose. 

I n  both the two opening games Ernie 
gained comfortable leads, only to throw 
them away through sheer recklessness. 
When he drew in his horns a little he 
grabbed the next two, looking definitely 
the superior player. In the deciding set, 
however, he was out on the rampage again, 
thumping away with forehand and back
hand and more often than not failing to 
get away with it. Pat scraped through, 
2 1 - 1 8, 2 1 - 18, 9-2 1, 1 5-2 1 ,  22-20. I hope 
young Ernie learned something from the 
defeat. 

CONCENTRATION 
That was the end of the two-table stand 

and we settled down to concentrate on one 
match at a time and give our overworked 
peepers a rest. 

There followed the opening stanzas of 
the clash against the Japs, having first 
been heartily disappointed by the announce
ment that Toshiaka Tanaka, the new 
World champion, and Ichiro Ogimura, 
last year's kingpin, were unable to play as 
they were suffering from strains. 

From unofficial sources I heard that 
Dickie Bergmann's defeat of Tanaka the 
night before in the Leeds, England v. Japan 
international was more than somewhat 
responsible for the " strains," but we'll 
let that pass. 

Diane Rowe took the field first in a 
singles against Fujie Eguchi and narrowly 
lost 24-22, 2 1 - 1 8 .  Fujie was the more 
aggressive player and infinitely the harder 
hitter, throwing in some excellent drop
shots also which left Diane flatfooted. 

But our girl managed to get in several 
nicely placed smashes, defended well and 
was always in the hunt. 

With the help of some three edge and 
netcord shots, she was 17- 1 3  up in the . 
second, but Fujie pressed on regardless and 
grabbed eight points to Di's one. 

Rosalind followed on against Yoshiko 
Tanaka, took the first game, after being 
behind, but 'couldn't maintain the pace. 
Yohsiko came through 19-2 1, 2 1 - 1 1 _, 2 1 - 1 9. 
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The old firm of Di Rowe and Johnnie 
Leach set the ball rolling for their side with 
a fairly comfortable win over Eguchi and 
Yoshio Tomita, 2 1 - 1 6, 1 6-21 ,  2 1 - 1 2  
Johnnie being the outstanding player of 
the quartet and dictating policy. 

Back again to the " Daily Mirror " 
events. The Women's Singles saw well-built, 
1 7-year-old Joyce Fielder, Eltham girl, who 
won the Junior title in 1953, and has since 
twice played as a junior international ,  
opposed to 26-year-old Wigan school
teacher, Winnie Swift, a frail-looking fair-
haired girl. ' 

FATAL RELAXATION 
Joyce trailed 1 -6 in the first session 

carried on blithely, got her attack going 
and eased out to the front. She did the 
same again in the next game and it seemed 
that Winnie, a dour defensive player, who 
very rarely ventured a hit, had had it. 

Maybe she tried a little harder, or maybe 
Joyce was convinced the match was in the 
bag and relaxed a little, but whatever the 
reason Winnie surprised everyone by 
taking the next two games and seemed to 
have everything well under control. 

Joyce looked worried, but by mixing her 
game and waiting for the right ball to hit, 
she passed the " 21 " post first in the 
final set, with Winnie well beaten. Score : 
2 1 - 1 4, 2 1 - 14, 1 7-21 ,  19-2 1 ,  2 1 - 1 3. 

By contrast, the men's final between 
Michael McLaren, 1 8-year-old Surrey lad, 
who was a losing finalist two years ago, 
and 27-year-old Gordon Fraser from 
Edinburgh, holder of the Scottish Open 
Doubles, offered no puzzles and kept no
one guessing as to the identity of the 
eventual winner. 

CASUAL STYLE 
_McLaren, a_ close-to-the-table exponent, 

with a style so apparently casual, couldn't
care-less and lazy, that it might have been 
modelled on that of Ivan Andreadis 
himself, had far too much of the ball for 
the Scotsman, whose main asset was a 
lovely backhand drive. 

McLaren saw to it that the drive wasn't 
given the freedom of the table, meanwhile 
he exploited his own raking shots in his 
own seemingly indolent yet highly effective 
manner. It was Michael all the way-
2 1 - 14, 2 1 - 17, 1 3-2 1 ,  2 1 -5. 

Back again to the Jap v. S. of E. Tourna
ment. Ros and Diane Rowe, who had been 
beaten the night before by Eguchi and 
Watanabe, were again beaten by the same 
pair after a game which saw the English 
girls deteriorate into a lacklustre and erratic 
couple. 

In the second game they looked and 
played as though they were near the point 
of exhaustion, completely muffing sitters 
and never even beginning to move towards 
several drop-shots-most unusual for the 
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fleet-footed Greenford lasses. Win for the 
Japs, 2 1 - 19; 2 1 - 1 5 . 

It was left to Bergmann to wash the 
taste of that defeat out of our mouths 
with . an e�tertaining exhibition a�ainst 
Tomita. Richard, playing more like his 
old self and obviously enjoying the outing 
showed how much in charge of the gam� 
he ½'.as by �efe1�ding, half-volleying, 
attacking and ch1sell111g at will tO" give the 
crowd a treat. He was most lighthearted 
ab_out it, in contrast to Yoshio, who looked 
gnm and played grimly. 

THE DECIDER 
Richard took the first game 22-20, 

allowed (yes, allowed) Tomita to annex 
the second 2- 1 8, then put the clamp on to 
take the deciding game at 2 1 - 17. 

As Tomita had beaten Brian Merrett 
2 1 - 1 6, 2 1 - 1 2, and Kichiji Tamasu had 
defeated Jimmy Lowe 2 1 - 1 2, 2 1 - 1 8  in the 
afternoon when the " Mirror " semi-finals 
had been played, this made Japan winners 
over S. of E. by 5-2. 

The juniors received their prizes from 
M�. Jack Nener, Editor of the " Daily 
Mirror," who also presented souvenirs to 
each of the representative players. Victor 
Barna, who that day celebrated his 1 6th 
wedding anniversary and looked very 
ha� PY about it, handed trophies to the 
semors. 

Less than ten years ago an atom bomb 
was dropped on • Hiroshima. At the 
Albert Hall we stood while an organist 
played the Japanese National Anthem. 
That's the way all sane people prefer it
and is a significant pointer to the value of 
Table Tennis as a friend-maker on the 
international scene. S .K . 

" Honestly-I can 't give you any more subs 
this week ! "  
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FROM BEC KE N HAM TO HOLLA N D  

TH IS  WAS AN 

Historic Occas ion 

A PARTY from the Beckenham Table Tennis League was 

privileged to _play_ a series of matches in Hol_land and to take 

part in the h1stor1c and memorable celebrations co':"m�-:nor

ating the liberation of the Netherlands 1 0  years ago • . This VIS lt to 

Wageningen returned that of the Dutch team which came to 

Beckenham last Easter. 

Led by the League Secretary, Cecil 
Burton, those in the party were Vera 
Straker Elizabeth Wakelam, Nora 
Stephe�s, Jean Simmons, Ivy Winter, J<;>hn 
and Elsie Nixon, Syd Rowe, Ray Kmg, 
Geoff Lindfield and Geoff Murray. 

After an official reception by the Bur
gomeister of Wageningen, Mr. M. de Ni�t, 
and his English wife in the Gemeentehms, 
the party were introduced to their hosts 
and dispersed to the various homes. 

Immediately noticeable were the large 
windows common to most of the houses, 
the profusion of beautiful indoor plants 
and the number and variety of attractive 
lamp-shades of a type rarely seen in this 
country. As blinds are not usually drawn 
in Holland, the houses presented a most 
beautiful appearance after dark. 

Visiting 
The following day was free and was spent 

in a variety of ways, visiting the very 
attractive shops and walking round_ the 
town. Some visited the famous National 
Park " De Hoge Veluwe " where there is a 
museum housing over 1 50 Van Geogh 
paintings. 

The surrounding country, though flat, 
was delightfully wooded, and the towns 
and villages appeared so clean and new 
that it was difficult to believe in the antiquity 
of Dutch history. 

At 6 p.m. the majority of the people 
hoisted Dutch flags half-mast in memory 
of the dead. The Beckenham party joined 
the Burgomeister the Mayor and Mayoress 
of Beckenham (Alderman and Mrs. Atkins) 
and hundreds of townspeople carrying 
bunches of :flowers, and proceeded in an 
impressive procession to the War memorial. 

Later the first of the three Table Tennis 
matche; took plac;e at the Swift Club Room, 
Eukmolenweg. Wageningen was repres
ented by P. van · Manen, H. Oldenhof, 
J. P. Koole, G. Moers, B. Tardijn, W. 
Lamers, Mrs. J. Abraham�z, Miss N. Tanis 

and Miss H. Potappel .  After some hard 
fought games Beckenham won 1 5-9. 

On May 5th-Liberation Day_:__the whole 
party was invited to watch the ceremony 
from a special stand opposite the Hotel 
De Wereld, in which the German capitu
lation in Holland was signed. The flags of 
the Netherlands, Belgium, Canada, France, 
Luxemburg, the United Kingdom and the 
United States were hoisted, and then a 
group of motor-cyclists arrive� . from 
Nijmegen carrying torches to light the 
Flame of Freedom, which remained burn
ing for the rest of the week. 

After addresses by General Foulkes and 
Queen Juliana, they and Prince Bernhard 
took the salute at the march-past of the 
Allied troops, and the :fly-past of the 
Netherlands Air Force. 

At Arnhem 
The next day, a trip was organised to 

Oosterbeck, where the Airborne Cemetery 
was visited, and thence to Arnhem for 
lunch at Rutecks. The management placed 
a Union Jack prominently on the table,. 
and the extensive menu was pro'vided in 
four languages. 

Then by train, over the Rhine to 
Nijmegen, where a visit was paid to the 
famous bridge, so courageously saved from 
German destruction by an . 18-year-old 
Dutchman, who subsequently lost his life. 
To complete the tour, drinks were taken in 
an underground beer-cellar over 400 years 
old. 

In the evening, the Beckenham party 
were guests of the Burgomeister at the 
Junushof theatre, where the liberation play 
" The Persians " by Aeschylus was per
formed. 

Many of the audience then adjourned to a 
reception and dance upstairs, and inevi�bly 
the English made their. presence felt. Fust, 
Cecil Burton occupied the piano stool and 
played for some of the dancing, during 
which the gathering was introduced to th� 
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Palais-Glife, Then the Mayoress took Oldenhof and Dr. J. Businger. 
over, and an impromptu English choir 
rendered selections from their repertoire. Presentation 
The party eventually broke up about 3 a.m. 

The following evening, again at the 
Swift Club Room, Wageningen gathered a 
very formidable team together from the 
surrounding district, including Jan Scheffer, 
the Dutch Swaythlmg Cup player, ranked 
No. 5 in Holland, and the Misses Noortje 
and Coby van Megen, the Dutch lady 
champion and her sister, ranked No. 2. 
With N. van Manen, W. van de Pol, P. 
van Manen, G. Moers, H. Decker, Miss 
N. Tanis, Miss B. Knavel and Mrs. J. 
Abrahamsz, the opposition was very 
strong, and Beckenham did well to lose only 
by the narrow margin of 1 5-17, after 
many matches had gone to deuce. 

And so to Tea 
On the Sunday the Beckenham party 

called at the Burgomeister's house, where 
they were entertained to tea, and in the 
evening, a friendly match against the hosts 
took place at the R. K. School, Otto 
van Gelreweg. 

And so to the final day, when all tbe 
English players, Ald. and Mrs. Atkins, 
Aid. Beyer, Ald. Geldof and many of the 
Dutch hosts went by coach to the wonderful 
Keukenhof, where no less than 1 0  million 
bulbs were planted-mainly tulips, daffodils 
and hyancinths. 

On to Amsterdam, where a most 
interesting trip round the canals was 
followed by a very rapid shopping 
expedition. 

On the return journey, the party was 
again privileged to see the Queen outside 
her summer palace at Soestdyk, and among 
other places of interest passed during the 
da.y were Utrecht, Hilversum, Schipol 
Airport, Amersfoort and the Zuyder Zee. 

Later, the final match was played at the 
P.I.T. & L.M. Club Room, S.L. Mans
holtlaan. Beckenham won this time by 
9-3, the Netherlands team being J. Scheffer, 
M.  van de Elst, H. · van de Loosdrecht, H. 

By cycle (up to three may be carried on 
each machine in Holland) the Beckenham 
team returned to the Junushof, where 
Cecil Burton, on behalf of Beckenham, was 
presented with the cup which had been 
given by the Beckenham · League for 
competition between. the two towns. He 
also received a plaque of the Wageningen 
crest and copies of the Capitulation painting 
for each member of the English party. 

A few hours later, the party left for· the 
Hook, via Utrecht and Rotterdam, and 
after a rough trip which few safely survived, 
England was reached in the early evening. 

So many happy memories and experiences 
crowd upon the mind, but it is certain that 
none of those who took part in this visit 
will forget the warmth of their welcome, 
the beauty of the countryside and the 
many good friends made among the 
Dutch. All concerned are anxious that this 
link, now firmly forged, shall be con
stantly renewed and strengthened to the 
benefit of both Wageningen and Beckenham. 

E.T.T.A. ElECTlONS 
AT the Annual Meeting of the E.T. T .A. in 

Caxton Hall, London, the Hon. Ivor 
Montague was re-elected chairman, without 
opposition. Also unopposed was Mr. A. K. 
Vint for the Joint offices of Hon. Secretary 
and Treasurer. 

Regional members on the National 
Executive are :-

Midland : M. Goldstein, M .  E. Scott. 
North-Eastern : E. Reay. North-Western : 
N. Cook, W. Stamp. Southern : F. G. 
Mannooch, W. G. Goldfinch. South
Western : H. J. Amery, I. C. Eyles. 
Eastern : L. S. Woollard, H. Walker. 
London : G. James, R. St. G. Good. 
Yorkshire : L. E. Forrest, J. Senescall. 
National Members : J. Cat:rington, T. 
Blunn. 

IF you have any difficulty in obtaining a regular copy of_ " TABLE TENNIS REVIEW " 
from your local Newsagent, Bookshop or Bookstall, then you can complete the coupon below 

to be certain of receiving your direct supply of the coming interesting issues ---------------------------
To : " TABLE TENNIS REVIEW," 14-20 SOUTH CASTLE STREET, LIVERPOOL, I 

Please send me the next five issues of the " Review," for which I enclose remittance value 5s. 8d. 
(Overseas 6/-, no stamps accepted) 

Name ... . . . . . . . . 

Address ...... . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . ................ . 

-------------------�:���---: 
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KENNETH RAWNSLEY presents . 

C U RE S 

fo r 

C RAM P 

T
HIS article is the answer to all those players who have been asking me 
for a means to combat cramp. My advice will help solve the problem, 
but if it does not do the trick for you personally write me again-there 

are other " cures " I  
WHAT'S preventing you from reaching 

the top-flight ? Are you one of those 
misguided individuals who takes part in 
every possible event only to be ranked 
among the " also-rans " ? If such a state of 
affairs comes your way then it's possible 
that C-R-A-M-P is at the bottom of it, 
providing always that you apply _yourselves 
assiduously to the game in hand ! 

So if the cramp gremlin attacks you be 
sure there is a sound reason for it and 
YOU ARE THE ONE TO BLAME ! 
Whether you play in the top-flight or just 
" to kill time " you will sooner or later 
have the experience when every muscle of 
the body tightens . or " freezes up." 

While making the perfect shot does your 
arm flex itself and the fingers become 
numb ? If these are your worries get rid 
of them now and for ever. It's easy, as 
many other- players have found. 

What causes Cramp ? How is it that 
some players get it and others don't ?  
Well as i n  all other health queries, the 
ans�er is " every player gets it at times, 
but some players know how to combat it." 
You may be a master of relaxation but that 
won't keep cramp at bay any more than 
cure it, since cramp is a physical complaint. 
VARIOUS factors contribute to cramp-

tiredness, rundown condition, anaemia, 
lack of energy, but generally it can be 
found in your circulatory system, and if 
for some reason the circulation is interfered 
with then cramp is ever with you. 

What then causes this lack of circulation ? 
Simply that colds, chills or a general_feelin� 
of lassitude makes the blood alternate as 1t 
courses through the body, and in point of 
fact the blood flows fast, then slow, and so 
it goes on. Instead of flooding at an even, 
steady pace it ebbs and flows and does not 
reach the extremities, for in 9 cases out of 
10 it's the extremities that suffer. Your 
fingers, hands, toes �nd feet are the _first 
places to feel the pmch and sometimes 
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your legs and thighs. You don't feel 
cramp around your heart. Yes, many 
readers have said they get cramp around 
the stomach but that's not due to circula
tion. 

Eminent doctors have said that cramp is 
due to lack of salt in the body and this is 
true in some cases for, though too , much 
salt hardens the arteries, at the same time 
too little sends you into the cemetery. 

Perspiration carried to excess dries up 
the blood and takes nature's salt quota 
with it. 

WORLD champion boxers and others 
who depend on energy for their success 

take glucose, salt, orange juice and other 
invigorating aids in order to fill up the body 
with extra energy. There is a better method 
and one which can have no after-effects, 
but first of al.l make up your mind that 
you understand how cramp comes about. 

It's only a condition of the blood
" poor circulation " as doctors call it. 

When the blood is circulating, the 
arteries are said to be " full." When poor 
and feeble circulation is the state of affairs 
the arteries become deficient and so the 
extremities suffer. That is why you get 
" white " hands and face, " cold feet " 
(some get this through nerves !) and you 
get a creepy sensation down the spine. 
It's all due to poor blood. 

Fatigue, or that constant " done up " 
feeling, almost every time comes through 
poor circulation. So whenever some 
advertisement mentions " poor circulation " 
you'll know it leads to cramp. Like most 
other health problems however there is an 
answer, so now to give you the key ! 

NEVER mind about drinking salt-water 
(it will only make you sick) ; don't 

waste cash on temporary measures which 
have no lasting effects. Here is the 
Twentieth Century Wonder-the answer to 

. Continued on page 32 
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SKILL plus GLAMO-UR 

was a pleasant surpris_e 

A BLAC K C O U NTRY factory is hard ly the p lace i n  which o n e  
wou l d  expect t o  fi �d Table  Tennis  g lamour, but recently I 
was very p leased to receive an i nvitation to attend a finals  

n ight at a big works, where the c l i ck of bat on bal l had to compete 
with the rumble of machi nery. 

And who should be there on exhibition 
bent-primarily Table Tennis-but never
the less extremely decorative as always
Di and Ros Rowe, Pam Mortimer and 
Ann Haydon. 

They could have had little complaint 
about the playing conditions apart from 
the fact that some of the faster shots 
tended to become lost in the gloom outside 
the actual perimiter of the table lighting, 
and didn't the girls give a capacity crowd 
something to shout about ! 

The Doubles display put up by the lassies 
really whetted spectatorial appetite, and it 
was sharpened by one particularly hectic 
session by two of the works finalists. 

Few of those present will however forget 
the scintillating . play in the Singles exhibi
tion by the twins. 

One could forgive the time honoured 
by-play by way of which the sisters stole 
points from each other, for their stroke 
play preached almost perfection and their 
power and accuracy appeared almost 
uncanny. 

Forgive me if I sound lyrical about this, 
but a companion who has be.en watching 
championship stuff for years, commented 
that he had not seen anything quite so 
thrilling for a long, long time-particularly 
from the ladies. 
• I personally could stand a lot more of 
this type of power play in preference to some 
of the mamby-pamby stuff that does mas
querade as' Table Tennis. 

The twins hinted that Rosalind's im
pending marriage to Dr. J. A. Cornett may 
not split the partnership, and I know now 
of one works' club at least in the Black 
Country, whose members will be anxious 
to see them in action together at some 
future date. 

Incidentally it was very interesting to see 
spectators paying so much attention to what 
was going on, no matter whether it was the 
works' folk or the guest stars at the table. 

Most people refrained from smoking, a 

particularly happy gesture, since there 
were a good many people standing at the 
back. Chair scraping and fidgeting was 
reduced to a minimum-those who did have 
to move about from time to time, did so 
with the ·minimum of fuss. 

Mark you-no-one asked them to observe 
the courtesies-they just did so and it was 
a pleasant change. 

I am not making cracks at anyone, but 
there are a few regular audiences in other 
parts of the country who could have picked 
up a tip or two here on how to behaye. 

FIRST TIME 
THIS incidentally was the first time I had 

seen Derek Backhouse, England Junior 
international, in action. 

I don't like to criticise a• player of such 
obvious ability from only one view, but he 
seems lacking in confidence in his own un
doubted skill at the start of a gruelling 
match with Ann Haydon. Perhaps it was 
just one of those things, but he certainly 
looked a very worried young rpan at the 
outset. 

But corning back to the subject of match 
arrangements. While I am on the subject 
of tidily arranged jousts such as this one 
worked-out by an energetic works com
mittee, might I make a plea for curtailing 
the hours of play in some of • the bigger 

• tournaments next season. 
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If play finishes say at J 1 p.m. at the latest, 
I am sure that everyone, players and on
lookers al ike, have had enough for one 
evening. After that even the most thrilling 
games tend to lose there attraction,- and 
the thought of missing the last bus home 
becomes a much more pressing matter than 
wondering who is going to win. 

I know that bloated entry lists, and at 
times l imited accommodation, prove diffi
cult obstacles to surmount, but surely 
there is some way of confining hours to 
reasonable proportions. 

K.R.J. 
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AT the commencement of his twenty-fifth 
year as Treasurer of the E.T.T.A., 
Mr. K. Vint said it would cost £300 

per head to send players to Tokyo. 

THE Treasurer submitted a Balance 
Sheet as at 30th June, 1954, and a 

Receipts and Payments Account from the 
1st July, 1954 to the 9th April, 1955 .  He 
was of the opinion that the general financial 
position was satisfactory, and was asked 
(i) whether the World Championships 1954 
cost the Association any money ; (ii) 
whether there was any additional revenue 
to come in from International matches ; 
(iii) what the cost would be to send players 
to Tokyo in 1956. 

Mr. Vint in reply said the answer to the 
question of whether the World Champion
ships 1954 cost the Association any money 
was most definitely no. So far as the Inter
national matches were concerned, it had 
to be borne in mind that as the World 
Championships took place 1 6/24th April, 
followed by the tour of the Japanese 
players, the Treasurer had been compelled 
to close the accounts at the 14th April, 
but .there was additional revenue to come 
from certain International matches. 

So far as the World Championships in 
Tokyo were concerned, the estimated cost 
of fare and other expenses to Japan was 
£300 per person (special rate) instead of 
the normal charge of £450. Minimum 
team would be 3 men and 2 women and· 
one official making 6 in all. 

WOULD BE UNFORTUNATE 
The Chairman said that he and Mr. Vint 

as the English delegates to the T .T.T.F. 
Congress had intimated that England 
hoped to take part. He felt it would be 
unfortunate if this country was not 
represented, as England had the greatest 
reputation in the game today, partly 
because it was the founder of the game and 
created the rules. England's playing 
standard was considered high and it 
would be a bad thing for the prestige of 
this country if no teams were sent. 

Mr. Vint said that the A.G.M. would 
remember that about four years ago it was 
decided to launch a fund in connection 
with the 1954 World Championships and 
the Officers and National Executive Com
mittee were very grateful for the way in 
which Counties, Leagues and Clubs had 
responded to the appeal. Other friends of 
the Association had also supported the 
appeal. It was also quite clear that certain 
newspapers were very interested in our 
activities and ways and means of raising 
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funds for Tokyo were being investigated. 
A member who had been at the I.T.T.F. 

Congress in Utrecht, said he was very 
impressed with the way in which the 
I.T.T.F Congress was conducted from the 
Chair (Mr. Montagu being in the chair). 
He felt that it would be disastrous if this 
country was not represented at any of the 
I.T.T. F. Congresses. Mr. J. Carrington 
reinforced Mr. Scott's remarks. 

It was announced that Mr. Vint was . 
embarking on his twenty-fifth successive 
year of Treasurership. 

FILM LOOPS 

A SERIES of 17 slow motion film loops 
have been produced for the E.T.T.A. 

by Educational Productions Ltd. 
Many of the strokes have been filmed 

with a special high speed camera to slow 
down the action to an eighth of its normal 
speed to facilitate detailed study. Victor 
Barna and Johnnie Leach give the special 
demonstrations and are responsible for 
teaching notes accompanying the series. 

There are two sections which may be 
purchased separately. Elementary strokes 
(9 loops) £4 1 0s. 0d. More advanced 
strokes (8 loops) £4. Price per complete set 
of 1 7  loops £7 1 0s. 0d. An uncut, unspooled 
print can be obtained for £5. 

The film loop is recognised as one of the 
best forms of visual aid for sports coaching, 
and this series for Table Tennis should fill 
a long felt need in Leagues and Clubs. 

Full details may be obtained from 
Educational Productions Ltd., East Ardsley, 
Wakefield, Yorkshire. 
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" I  say, Fenshaw, play the game I "  
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The Editor Appeals �-� 

IF IT' S PUBLICITY 

YOU WANT e e Cl 

AFTE R fi l l i ng the Ed itorial chai r of the magazine for 
r\ the past season ,  I have taken the somewhat unusual 

cou rse of clai m i ng add it ional space in order to make 
a special appea l ,  wh ich,  if acted . upon, shou ld prod uce 
resu lts. I s i ncerely hope it d raws the support of every 
c lub official who reads it. 

The " It Pays to Advertise " tag is 
probably the oldest and most hack
neyed slogan in the publicity game. 
At the same time it is the truest. 
Now you can publ icise your own 
c lub i n  two ways-by paying to 
advertise, or by passing over interest
ing information to publications such 
as this . 

I know as wel l  as anyone that club 
secretaryship means hard work for 
the office holder, - but most progres
s ive organisations have publ icity 

' secretaries. All the Review asks 
them to do is send club news every 
so often. 

ALL MAKE NEWS 

It's surprising what ",..makes ,news. 
It's not only results, future tourna
ments etc . ,  which arouse interest. 
There are other things, club person
alities, your back-room boys and 
_girls, even those who simply make 
the tea on match nights. They all 
have their quota of news value. 

This magazine, so far as it  has been 
able, has always tried to give credit 
where it is due to those people who 
help to make Table Tennis the most 
fascinating of indoor games, but our 
style is  cramped un less we get the 
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ful l  co-operation of c lubs. So why 
not put your club on the map instead 
of al lowing the l imelight to fall on  
the few who already take advantage 
of the free publicity avai lable ? 

Al l  the Review asks is that you 
send us the goods . . . we wil l  do 
the rest . . . we feel pretty certain 
you wi1l l ike it. 

Please Note 

All futur� letters to, 

and orders for, 

' Table Tennis Review ' 

should be addressed to 

' Corinthian Buildings ' 

14-20 South Castle St . 

Liverpool, 1 



The Watchword for next Season 

tS 

' Table Tennis . Review ' 
The game's brightest, breeziest and most informative periodical 

* * * 

The Review brings you the news behind the headlines 
at home and abroad 

First�class Tournament coverage and articles 
of interest to every player 

IF UNOBTAINABLE THROUGH- YOUR LOCAL NEWSAGENT 

PLACE YOUR ORDER NOW with your Club or League Secretary 

or apply to 

� TABLE TENNIS REVIEW ' 

CORINTHIAN BUILDINGS 

SOUTH CASTLE STRE ET,  LIVERPOOL 1 

* * * 

ONE YEAR'S SUBSCRIPTION, 5/8 FOR FIVE ISSUES, POST PAID 

OVERSEAS, 6/-, POST PAID, OR ONE DOLLAR FOR U.S.A. READERS 
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TENNIS . .  _ CRI�KET . .  Do YOU play ? 

A few of our Summer offers 
TENNIS CRICKET 

A First-class racket, guaranteed 39/6 Godfrey Evan flannels . . pair 57/6 
Fred Perry shirts . .  
Tournament tennis balls 

21/- Bats, full size from 35/-
doz. 27/6 Abdo guards . . . . 17/- & 19/-

Tennis shoes 
Holdalls . .  

pair 8/1 1  Individual holdalls, with compart-
. . from 21/- ment for bat . . 43/6 

Cable-stitch sweaters 49/6 . . Trimmed 62/6 

We have all sports equipment and clothing, and of course 
TABLE TENNIS 

Do you know Z. DOLINAR, T H E  N E W. ENGLISH ' OPEN ' C H AMPION 

PLAYS WITH OUR M I KADO SPONG E R U B B E R ' 

Mikado sponge bat . . 12/6 Mikado sponge rubber 1/9 a piece 
Pimpled rubber, Fast, medium and Continental . . 1/3 a piece 
Bat re-covers by return , . . . Rubber 4/6 . . . . Sponge 5/6 
A.D.B. International tables . . £39 16 6 . . ½" Match £22 15 0 . 
Table Tennis shirts _ _ Official 19/6 Barna 21/- Utility 14/11 
T.T. Cuff Links . . 7/6 Silver . . 27/6 Spoons . . 7/6 
Club badges made to any design from 2/6 Cups, plaques, medals, etc. 

Alec Brook (Sports Equipment) Ltd. 
Klix House, 85, Duke Street, Grosvenor Square, London, W.1. 

Tel : MAYfair 3 1 13/5775 

CROOKES 
helps to keep you on top ! 
Just as one Crookes Halibut Oil Capsule daily 
-all the year round-builds up your stamina 
and increases your staying power . . .  so the 
Crookes Athletes Advisory Service helps to 
keep you on top of your form, by giving free, 
expert advice on any problem concerning 
nutrition and general athletic fitness. Already 
over 7,000 specific inquiries have been dealt 
w_ith by this service, and more are welcome 
from clubs as well as individual sportsmen and 
women. 

Address your questions to:-

THE ATHLETES ADVISORY SERVICE 

, The Crookes Laboratories, Ltd., 
Royal, London, N.W. 10 

CROOKES � 
Obtainable from all chemists - 25 capsules f� ! L�O�c�s!es ! !/� � 
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Once upon a �ime ♦ ♦ • 

A FANTASY WITH A MORAL 

I 
N days gone by al l go�d fairy stories started with " Once upon. 

a t ime," and ended " so they l ived happi ly  ever after." For 
the purpose of this  tale the first appl ies, but the second can be 

written off-to a poi nt. 

NOW it appears that in the not so dim 
and distant past young Johnny Jones 

�".e feet �othing of skin, bone and shyness: 
Jomed 411s local Table Tennis club, deter
mined to learn, to put his heart and soul 
into the game, and perhaps with a little 
luck, make the first team. 

Drea�ng over his tea the evening he 
was to blister the members with his person
ality for the first time, he saw the lads and 
lassies sniggering at his first fumbling 
attempts to control the elusive white ball. 

Then his wandering thoughts took him 
through time when the assembled multi
tudes gradually realised that here was the 
stuff of which champions are made, until 
finally he saw them worshipping at his 
shrine as the unknown who, by sheer will 
power, had thrust himself into the centre 
of the scramble for fame. 

But was young John headed for trouble
of course he was-and how ! 
. And trouble it was in the shape of the 
club champion, and as nifty a little bit of 
blonde bat weilder as you have seen in a 
long time. 

A VICTIM 
The first time our Johnny went to the 

table the " Mickey " was extracted in no 
uncertain • fashion-and why ? Because 
the club champ was bursting to work off a 
bad hangover on the first victim he could 
find. And that happened to be our little 
friend. 

Now the " new boy " didn't mind so 
much that he got the father and mother of 
a hidir:ig-but love at first sight had already 
done its deadly work-SHE had seen his 
humi�iatioi:i. So J?hnny boy crept away. 
To hide his head m eternal shame ? Oh 
no ! Our hero was made of sterner stuff. 

Would he return ? Of course he would. 
When the inital shock had worn off he 
came night after night for his punishment 
until the most rabbity of the club's rabbits 
knew that they could give him a working 
over any time they liked. 

Came the local championships with poor 
John able only to watch in envy as his first 
conqueror swept the boards, and was 
assisted away with the trophies by wbom ? 
-none other than: the adorable little blonde. 

That did it ! John- could take no more. 

NO COURAGE 
His subs were paid regularly, but the 

same could not be said of his attendances. 
He appeared on the odd night each week 
tool_< his inevitable hiding, and left, without 
havmg the courage to address even the 
most commonplace remarks to .her. 

�nd so it went on for months-coming> 

bemg wolloped-and going. 
But perhaps the hammerings which they 

had handed out since his first appearance 
had dulled the perceptive faculties of the 
members, for had they been a little more 
observant they would have seen a new 
calcula�ing g_lint . in �oung Jonnny's eye: 
a certain spnng m his step, and also that 
there was muscle building up on those 
scrawny arms. 

However, for the purpose of this story,. 

they didn't, and his final triumph was all 
the sweeter for it. 

Once again the club championships were 
under way and once the secretary had 
recovered from the shock of receiving our 
hero's entries the word got round, " This. 
should be the biggest laugh of the year. , ,. 
But it was John who laughed. 

His first victory was naturally . regarded 
as sheer luck, the second a series of flukes. 
But when he began to smash his way 
through the stiffer opposition folks really 
began to sit and take notice. 

How had the transformation been 
achieved ? It was unbelievable. Who 
had been teaching this boy ? What had 
made him so irresistible ? 

Of course the blonde charmer began to 
reverse her ideas too-could she have 
made a mistake ?-Oh boy, she certainly 
could ! 

It was Finals Night. Johnny had been 
one half of the winning Men's and Mixed 
Doubles partnerships, and there he was. 

. battling out the Singles finals with his 
mortal enemy " The Champ." 
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TOO EASY 
Did he beat him ?-of course he did. It 

was just too easy. Nothing could stop this 
boy with the devastating forehead drive, the 
whiplash backhand, the cunning chop, 
and-the footwork of a ballet dancer. 

Continued on page 32' 

T H
_
E W I  D 

_
E S T R A N G E  O F  F I N E  E Q U I P M E N T  

SPALDING 
V I LLA 

Villa XXX ·sai ls are scientifically 
• tested for rebound-shape-size
seam---::-balance-w�ight. 

O Hi c ia l l y  a u t h o r i se d  1 .TJ; F  .• 
E.T;T.A., etc. 

Used in many World, International 
and National Championships since 
1 936. 

·,Obtainable'. from your Sports Dealer. 
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DOWN T H E  W H IT E  L I N E  
Continued from page 19 

Rowe girls, Helen Elliott and Brian 
Kennedy, showing holidaymakers how 
it's done. 

Phil Anderson, the quiet and pleasant 
Australian title-holder, is also at work at 
a Bu,tlin Camp-at Clacton. Phil doesn't 
leave for home until September, so won't 
be able to defend his title at the Australian 
national championships, taking place early 
that month. Of the other Australians who 
have been in this country, Barney Peters 
has already left for home and Arden 
Robinson leaves this month. 

Arden, potentially the best of the " down 
under " men, has improved a lot during his 
stay in England .and has· a 'good chance of 
taking over from Anderson as his country's 
kingpin. Lou Laza is up North, playing in 
Lancashire League cricket as a professional 
and will be here all summer at least. 

VICTOR BARNA has received a cordial 
invitation to undertake another four

month coaching assignment in India, 
follqwing his great success last November
March in the land of the Taj Mahal. More 
than that, he has been asked to travel with 
the Indian team to the 1956 World Series 
in Tokio as official coach for the side. 
He has also been invited to tour the West 
Indies in early autumn. 

Victor is' attracted by both offers, but 
finds .time his enemy. Apart from his many 
business commitments he is busy on his 
life story and is eager to see the book 
published as soon as possible. He also has 
in mind other books to follow his auto
biography. 

THE International Table Tennis Feder-
ation is to discuss, at its Congress, 

during the Tokio World ·meeting, the 
proposal that World tournaments be held 
every two years. The 1957 joust, by the 
way, . is already fixed for Stockholm. It is 
interesting to note that although it has 
long been a standing complaint that 
organising a World championships is a 
vastly expensive undertaking, six nations 
have already forwarded preliminary appli
cations to stage the 1958 or 1959 event 
(depending on the outcome of discussions 
on the every-two-years -proposal). 

C � R ES FOR C R A M P  Continued from page 24 

the cramp addict's prayers and yet, it's as 
old as the hills. 

Take this simple herbal remedy. It 
costs a few pence only :-1 oz. Cramp 

Bark, pour a pint boiling water over the 
herb. Flavour with Honey and drink a 
wineglassful . three times daily. If you fear 
the " grerrilin " doing his horrid stuff in a 
game, drink a wineglassful about half an 
hour before the show commences. Believe 
me you'll go right through without cramp. 

You can obtain it too in pill or tablet 
form from a good herb store. Should you 
be subject to repeated attacks of cramp 
this remedy will still do the trick. No, it's 
not a " pain killer "-it's to boost up that 
poor circulation. 

If cramp attacks you in bed here's a 
simple tip. Place a block of camphor 
wherever the attacks usually come. Place 
one at the feet, one by the thigh and one by 
the shoulder IN LINE WITH THE BODY. 

So now you know what really does 
cause cramp, ·'prevent and cure it ; but 
what can follow if you don't do anything 
abot1t it ? Frankly, all kinds of symptoms 
and complaints but we won't go into 
those too deeply here. If you follow the 
advice given, amplification of what would 
follow becomes unnecessary. 

ONCE U PON A TI M E  Continued from page 30 

Then it was over. It was his wonderful 
moment of glory as he stood with the 
Singles trophy crooked in one arm and 
HER in the other. Her eyes flashed a 
message of hero-worshipping admiration 
as she whispered, " Johnny, you were 
marvellous-how did • you -learn to play 
like that ? " 

Like a flash the answer came : " There 
was nothing to it. I've been following the 
tips from the stars in Table Tennis Review." 

SO U T H  A F R ICAN T.T. H I STO R Y  
Continued from page 13 

should be witnessed here. I understand 
that Aloisy Ehrlich has settled in Israel and 
is a member of the team. Those of an older , 
generation will recall with pride that Ehrlich 
figured in three world's singles finals just 
prior to World War II, twice runner-up to 
the remarkable Bergmann. Although 
getting on in years, he was only last year a 
finalist in the English Open, second in im
portance to the world's event-convincing 
evidence that the lustre of his brilliance 
remains undimmed. 

The South African team picks itself with 
the exception of the fourth male member. 
Messrs. Fry, Edwards, McKie and Mrs. 
Hart are virtual certainties. The last berth 
is, however, likely t-0 stir up a hornet's nest 
in selection circles. Whatever the result, a 
delectable table tennis feast is anticipated. 
The happy contemplation of this event has 
transfused our flagging game with a new� 
found vigour and enthusiasm. 

Conditions of Sale : " TABLE TENNIS REVIEW " shall not, without the written consent of the Publishers, 
be lent, hired out or resold except at the full retail price of 1/- or otherwise disposed of in a mutilated 
condition or in any unauthorised cover, by way of Trade ; or affixed to or as part of any publication or 
advertising. literary or pictorial matter whatsoever. June 2 1 st, 1 955. 
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� BARNA 
r�.if;HSMI' 

TABLE (Made by D UNL OP) 

This offer is open only to recognised clubs and organisations. TERMS : 
Initial payment of £8. 14.6 and 24 monthly instalments of £1 . 1 0.6,  making 
a total payment of £45.6.6 (which includes H. P. charge of £3.6.6). 
CASH PRICE £42.0.0 (H.P. term� for payment over 18 months and 1 2  
mont?s also available). Ask your usual Sports Dealer for full particulars, 
or wnte to the address below : 

D U N L O P  SPORTS COM PANY L I M IT E D ,  A L L INGTON H O U S E ,  1 3 6 / 1 4 2  V IC T O R I A  STRE E T ,  L O N D O N ,  S . W . 1  

ssfTTsa 

THIS LABEL 

is your guarantee of a Regulation 
Pattern Table Tennis Shirt at a 
reasonable price. 

All Popular Colours 

1 4/1 1 EACH 

and to complete your outfit, 
Bukta " Action-Cut " Table 
Tennis Shorts are available at 

M E N 'S 27/6 per 
frem PAIR 

L A D I E S '  30/ per 
from • PAI R  

OBTAINABLE FROM A L L  GOOD 
S PORTS OUTFITTERS 
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I Ran ki ng P layer,  1 954. E n g l i s h  I 
I Se n i o r  and  Corb i l lon  C u p  I nte r- I 
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HAYD O N  B AT 
Designed by Ann Haydon,  brflliant jun ior star and championship player 

• Unique non-slip grip • Ideal for fast  forceful  play 
• Beaut ifully ba lanced • Gives immense control over the ball  

Reasonably pr iced at 9/ 6 inc.  P .  T. 

Other fam ous J A Q U ES autographed bats include the ' H AYD O N • 
designed by the famous father of Ann 

A lso the ' BA N ZA I • and the ' J APBAT • i n  true J apanese style 

CL U B  TO U RNAM E NT 

LEAG U E  (sta ined under-carriage) 
With JAQUES SUPERFAST SURFACE. I" nominal 

LIG HTWE IG HT C L U B  (½'') 

Prices include P. T. and Carriage 

JAQUES 

T.T. 

TABLE S  

£44 . 1 7  . 6 

£38 . 7 . 6 

£22 . 1 5  . 0 

Obtainable from all good sports shops. In case of difficulty, write to 

JOHN JAQUES & SON LTD. 
WH ITE H EATH E R  WOR KS • THO RNTON H EATH • S U RREY 

famous since 1795 
Printed by The Liverpool Printing and Stationery Company Limited, in England 

at Mercer Court, Redcross Street, Liverpool, 1, for the Publishers, 

B.F.R. Publications, Ltd., Corinthian Buildings, 14-20 South Castle Street, Liverpool, 1 .  


